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Winter News

This month we celebrate the feast days of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

and St. John Neumann. These saints, and countless unnamed religious

and lay people, laid the foundation for our current Catholic school sys-

tem. They built schools and parishes to minister to the needs of the peo-

ple. Let us take time this month to offer prayers of thanksgiving for all

those who tolled and labored in the name of Catholic education. Let us

also discern the current needs of our people and our place in the Catho-

lic Church.

Anti-Bullying Program

When we gathered this
summer to plan for the upcoming
school year, we decided to focus
on integrating lessons on how to
treat, and not treat, one another.
The teachers have developed
many great projects integrating
these important lessons into in-
struction. We started with the
Bucket Book. Maybe your student
has mentioned it, How Full Is Your
Bucket? The teachers use this
book, among many other re-
sources, to teach our students les-
sons about tolerance, diversity,
courtesy,... Each month we have a

e

different focus and each class
learns the lesson in an age appro-
priate manner. January focused on
well-being and February will focus
on patience.

Our middle school grades
have benefited from guest speak-
ers, including DARE, focused on
bullying and cyber-bullying. Les-
sons about internet safety and
cyber-bullying are taught through-
out the year in computer class.
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Special points of in-
terest:

e Penny for Your
Thoughts

o Safety First

e Scrip

e Report Cards

e Hear Ye, Hear Ye

e When the Saints
Go Marching In...

e For the record...
e Eagle Scout Project
e Reminder

¢ ‘Tis the Season—-
Aaahchooooo!

o [TBS v. PSSA

¢ Do you want Cath-
olic Education in
Pottsville

e Free Rice

e Basic Facts




Penny for Your Thoughts

We really do read your responses and use this information to answer questions and improve the pro-
gram. Some asked about the Health curriculum. We do have a Health curriculum included in the diocesan
curriculum. This material is covered mostly in Science class, but some topics can be covered in other subject
areas such as Physical Education and Religion. Many teachers like to integrate this material during e/\
the spring term. Some classes also benefit from guest speakers on various health topics and local :
field trips. For example, our little ones enjoyed the presentation on hand washing and third grade
loved the trip to Giant where they learned about supermarkets and nutrition.

Safety First

We are happy to be part of Defense Workshop. All faculty our safety planning. Please do
the Schuylkill County Schools members have completed multiple  not hesitate to ask questions.
Readiness and Emergency Man- NIMS courses through FEMA. Our Thank you for your support.
agement Planning Consortium, students are blessed to have such

REMS for short. This grant is be- dedicated faculty and staff.
ing administered through the IU

29. We have benefited through We started with safe habit SchoolReach, an

ini i e started with safe habits .
trjalnmg, speakers, .an(.j networking T : . automated calling system,
with local school districts. We and a good crisis plan. With this m loved duri
have always put a great deal of training, we are instituting better, wili D€ émpioyea auring
emphasis, time, and resources in-  safer habits, and improving our cri- the month of February.
to keeping our children safe. sis plan. The most important part of ~ Implementing this system
Now, we are dedicating even this ?CﬁVitV is preventio.n. We YVi” was recommended by the
more time and resources to our ~ continue to (thanglte habltks and im- Diocese, as well as REMS.
i iori - rove procedures to make our ..
first priority, the health and wel p p : Improved communication
fare of our children. Administra-  schools even safer. We will also

tion, faculty, and staff have partici- continue planning for emergencies improves safety.

pated in workshops. In December, that we pray will never happen. We
Mrs. Bechtel attended the Food will update you periodically about

Scrip

| hope everyone takes advantage of this program. Scrip benefits the school and allows you to collect
Tuition Bucks to help with your tuition. For a complete list of vendors, check out the website at
www.glscrip.com. Keep some extra order forms at home with your bills. Parents, grandparents, aunts, and
uncles are welcome to use Scrip and can collect Tuition Bucks for your student.

The percent profit on everything you order through Scrip is split 50/50. You will receive the student
portion in Tuition Bucks. Tuition Bucks can be redeemed to reduce your student's tuition.
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Report Cards

We hope to maximize the
use of our report cards in third
through eighth grades. When the
report cards we currently use
were designed, skills were marked
with plus and minus signs. When |
refer to skills, | am referring to the
skills listed under each subject.
For example, Mathematics lists
skills of computation, problem
solving, and knowledge of con-
cepts. The plus/minus system
works well in the primary grades
because students either under-
stand or do not understand the
skill. This is more of a gray area in
intermediate and middle grades.
In these grades students have
reached a certain level of mastery;
it is a scaled concept.

Knowing how well a stu-
dent has mastered these skills is
important for you to know and to
discuss with the teacher as need-
ed. Think of it like a doctor's visit.
You want detailed results such as
blood pressure and cholesteral,
not your health is X%. Rating the-
se skills on the report card will
give you more information about
your child's learning. We focused
on assessing these skills and rec-
ord keeping throughout the se-
cond quarter. Your student's
mastery of these skills will appear
on the report card the third quar-
ter.

We have decided to use
Good, Satisfactory, and Needs Im-

provement to assess

these skills, tentatively. Most stu-
dents should receive "S" for satis-
factory for the skills in each sub-
ject. An"S" is a good grade and
means that the student has mas-
tered what he/she has been ex-
pected to master. Good and
Needs Improvement will be as-
signed rarely. Education only
takes place when a child is chal-
lenged. If the majority of students
are receiving "A's" and "G's", we
aren't doing our job educating; we
are simply reviewing. Please, do
not hesitate to contact your stu-
dent's teacher or me if you have a
guestion. We will continue to dis-
cuss this exciting move to better
assess your student's learning
throughout the next quarter.

Prime Time!

When are your children at the greatest risk to be
approached by a pedophile? Prime time for
internet pedophiles is from 3 to 5 PM.

Save gas! GoodShop!

Go to www.goodsearch.com. Search for our
school. Click on GoodShop. Click on your store of
choice. A percentage of your on-line purchase will
go to the school.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!

e If you wish to enroll someone in the All Saints °
Catholic School Memorial Society, please send a note
or e-mail to Mrs. Schwartz or Mrs. Keating. Either
Mrs. Schwartz or Mrs. Keating will send an All Saints
Catholic School Memorial Society enrollment card as

you wish.

e Sign up for the Lands' End newsletter to receive
notice of special offers. Visit: http://
www.landsend.com/cgi-bin/newsletter.cgi

dress.

If a parent or guardian does not receive a Tuesday
envelope and needs to be put on our mailing list,
please send a note to the office with name and ad-

e If you are now a member of a different parish

than before, please send a note to the office with

e As per the ASCS handbook, p. 26, “Boys' hair

must not be any longer than the top of the shirt col- *
lar or top of the eyebrows. The ears should not be

covered.”

book.

your new parish so we can update our records.

¢ Closing information for All Saints Catholic School
will be posted on WNEP and WBRE/WYOU.

Please review the cell phone policy in the hand-
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When the Saints Go Marching In...

Stand Up for Life

Congratulations to Kayla Prezelski, one of two finalists chosen from the Schuylkill Deanery, Junior Divi-
sion in this year's diocesan Stand Up for Life Essay Contest. Kayla was honored at a dinner on January 16th at
the Pottsville Club. We are proud of you!

VFW Essay Winners!

Every middle school student participated in the VFW Essay Contest. The theme was Patriotism Today.
The school winners were:

First Place--Aaron Tranquillo

Second Place--Kayla Prezelski

Third Place--Anya Wood

Congratulations to Aaron, Kayla, and Anya! We extend our appreciation to the VFW for including us in this
contest and for generously hosting a congratulatory dinner on January 15th.

Envirothon

Envirothon is kicking off the season by expanding. This year grades four and five have been invited to
participate. Thank you, Mrs. Urban, Mrs. Schwartz, and Mr. Vinitski for volunteering to lead us to the Enviro-
thon once again.

Mrs. Quick's 3 Minute Club

The newest members to the club for the second quarter include:

8th grade: Rachel Coyle, Gino DiNicola, Maria Grosser, Cullen Hoppel, Collin McGovern, Kayla Prezelski, Tyler
Rossi, Aaron Tranquillo, Chris Wollyung, Anya Wood, Dominic Piccioni

7th grade -Adrian Datte, Cecelia DiNicola, Kaitlynn Esemaya, Aiden Liptock, Rebecca McCloskey, Isabelle
McDonnell, Elise McGovern, Marcus Renninger, Olivia Smarr, Travis Steele, Dakota Tray

6th grade - Ben Chewey, Nicole Jordan, Rebecca Jordan, Chloe Prezelski, Megan Ryan, Noelle Steele, Justin
Steffan, Andrew Viduszynski, Michael Winter

Great work Mathletes! The first class to have every student in the club will get a special treat. Study your
multiplication tables!!
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For the Record...

We have a dedicated faculty
with impressive credentials. The best
teachers never stop learning, and we
do have the very best teachers. | am
proud to share our credentials with
you.

Aimee Benulis

BA Elementary Education; BA History;
DeSales University; M.Ed. Curriculum
and Instruction; Moravian College

Certification: Elementary Education K
-6 and Basic Catechist

Pursuing: Master Catechist Certifi-
cate

Pondering: Reading Specialist or a
second Masters

Teresa Keating
BS Elementary Education; BA Spanish,

Cabrini College

Certification: Elementary Education,
Special Education, and Masters Cer-
tificate in Religion from Diocese of
Allentown

Currently attending Bloomsburg Uni-
versity to obtain a Reading Specialist
Certificate and Masters in Reading
Instruction-expected completion date
2011-2012

Christina Kruzik

BS Elementary Education, Millersville
University

Certifications: Elementary Education
and Early Childhood Education

Pursuing: Certification and Masters
in Special Education—expected com-
pletion date 2011-2012

Geraldine Schwartz

BA Elementary Education, Alvernia
University

Certification: Elementary Education
and Masters Catechist Certificate in
Religion from Diocese of Allentown

Pursuing a Reading Specialist Certifi-
cate at Bloomsburg University-- ex-
pected completion date 2011-2012

Katherine Callaghan

BS Elementary Education, Kutztown
University

Certifications: Elementary Education
and Middle School Mathematics
Pursuing: Masters in Education

Teresa Murray

BA Elementary Education, Kutztown
University

Graduate work at Alvernia University
and Scranton University

Certifications: Elementary Education,
Middle School Social Studies, and Mas-
ter Catechist Certificate in Religion
from Diocese of Allentown

Pursuing: Middle School Language
Arts certification and Masters

Jacqui Urban
BS Elementary Education, Alvernia Col-

lege

Certifications: Elementary Education,
Basic Catechist, and Early Prevention
of School Failure

Pursuing certification in Middle School
Social Studies

Pondering certification in Special Edu-
cation

Rosalie Schwartz

BS Elementary Education from Penn
State University

24 Graduate Credits in Elementary
Education from Penn State University
and Marywood University

Certifications: Elementary Education
and Masters Certificate in Religion
from Diocese of Allentown

Pursuing: Middle School Science Cer-
tificate

Bridget Quick

BS Elementary Education/ Early Child-
hood Development

Bloomsburg University

Certifications: Elementary Education,
Mathematics 7-9, Social Studies 7-9,
Language Arts 7-9, Early Childhood,
and Master Catechist Certificate in
Religion from Diocese of Allentown

Pondering graduate work in school
leadership

Kimberly Fetter

BSE Mathematics, Mansfield Universi-
ty

MS School Leadership, Marywood
University

Certifications: Mathematics 7-12,
English 7-12, and Administration K-12

Pursuing: Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction Certificate, Superin-
tendent’s Letter of Eligibility—
expected completion date 2011-2012
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Eagle Scout Project

Lucas Bricker, proud All Saints alumnus, approached me last year about offering his Eagle Scout pro-
ject to help our school. We had a wonderful conversation and decided that the students and community
would benefit from outdoor Stations of the Cross. We decided this would be the first step in improving our
famous Mahantongo Street entryway. Please make a point of taking a walk around the building and a
prayerful walk with Jesus through the Stations of the Cross this Lenten season. Thank you, Lucas, for helping
us live our mission of bringing children closer to Christ. St. George, pray for us.

. Year Books Thank You!

Our annual open house will be

held March 26th from 10 AM to 1 We have a handful of year books Thank you, St. Matthew

PM. We welcome private tours available from the last three years. If you the Evangelist Parish, for the

throughout the year. Please call are interested in purchasing one of these treat for the Epiphany.

the school at 622-0106. books for $25, please call or e-mail Mrs. Everyone really enjoyed the
Bahm. pretzels!

Reminder...

We can turn trash into treasure with your Another seven pounds of soda tabs have
help. We collect Campbell's Soup Labels, Box Tops for  been sent to the Ronald McDonald House this quar-
Education, ink cartridges, cell phones, soda tabs for ter. That makes forty-five pounds this year! We are
the Ronald McDonald House, receipts from the Fair- well on our way to beating last year's total! Keep

lane Village Mall, and Stamps for the Wounded. The sending in those tabs!
Lions Club would prefer not to get regular issue flag
stamps. Please trim the labels, Box Tops, and stamps.

Start collecting and get your friends and family in- Thank you for sending in those Box Tops!
volved! They really do add up quickly. Last month we re-

ceived a check for $797.00! We are using this mon-
ey to complete a few electrical repairs and up-

grades.
'Tis the Season--Aaahchooooo! ‘ /
Cold and flu season will be here before you know it.
You can help by:
e Keeping your child home if he/she demonstrates any symptom or com- plains

he/she feels ill.

e Please confirm arrangements and keep current emergency information kept on file. Any student demon-
strating symptoms of the flu or complaining about feeling ill may be sent home immediately. Please have a
plan.

Please send in one box of baby wipes and one box of Clorox wipes to your student's classroom. During cold
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ITBS v. PSSA

| am often asked by parents touring the school why we don't give the PSSA like the public schools do. 1 am
happy to explain why we choose to administer the lowa Test of Basic Skills. The diocese chose the ITBS for many
reasons, but | think the key reason is that it is more diagnostic. It gives us more detailed information about YOUR
child's strengths and weaknesses along with the class's strengths and weaknesses.

Each year the diocese makes this decision knowing it is working. The only concern has been the lack of a
writing component. This is being addressed. This summer, educators from across the diocese including Mrs. Te-
resa Murray, met to discuss this issue and develop a Writing Prompt Initiative to be instituted throughout the dio-
cese in the middle grades. We are proud to be part of the pilot program for this initiative.

In November, the middle grades submitted their initial writing sample. They will participate in the same
process later in the year. This is how growth will be measured in each student's writing ability and how we will
improve writing instruction for all. These writing samples will not be used as a grade on the report card. These
assessments will be used in conjunction with the ITBS results to help each individual student and each class ad-
dress weaknesses and build on strengths.

Do you want Catholic education in Pottsville?

Thank you, Eastern As you know, we completed the Diocesan School Study last year, as well as the
Press, for Middle States Re-Accreditation process. Both of these processes were very useful in
sponsoring our designing a strategic plan to ensure a future for All Saints Catholic School. Having a

plan increases the likelihood of success, but it does not guarantee success. If you

Murder Mystery
want Catholic education in Pottsville, YOU need to:

Dinner Show
Tickets. Please call e Recruit a new family.
Mrs. Bahm for
tickets.

e Promote our school in word and deed.

e Put a halt to the negative rumor mill.

e Stay informed--read our communications, the ADTimes, and the updates from
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference.

e Support the Eastern Pennsylvania Scholarship Fund--Make your voice be heard:
go to www.operationrestorepa.org

e Use Scrip and gift cards--Even if you do not need Tuition Bucks, the school needs

Thank you, Morgan your support.

& Halcovage e Contribute to the Annual Fund.
Insurance Agency,
for sponsoring our
big prize ticket for
our Catholic Schools' e Volunteer throughout the year.
Week fundraiser.

e Participate in our Memorial Fund.

e Support our supporting parishes.

The future of Catholic education in Pottsville will be determined by YOU. YOUR
choices dictate OUR future.
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et Benevolent Association of

Early Registration is going well Pottsville
at Nativity. If you would like to
register, have a question, or are
interested in a tour, please call
Nativity at 622-8110. Go Green
Wave!

Big Prize Winner

Our big prize winner was
Nancy Bigg, ticket sold by Zacheus
Omlor. Congratulations, Nancy!
Thank you to all who participated.

All Saints Catholic School
has been awarded a $500 grant to
assist in funding our developing
Art program. Thank you!

Help those less fortunate around the world.

Have your student go to www.freerice.com. This site has wonderful games in Art, Chemistry, English, Geog-
raphy, Math, and Languages. Ten grains of rice are donated for each right answer through the World Food
Programme. You can play too! Skip the Solitaire and feed the hungry.

Have you practiced your students’ basic facts with him/her today?

Daily practice is the key to success. If you want your child to be successful in mathematics, to enjoy math
class, and to solve higher order problems, he/she must master his/her basic facts.

Electronic Report Card

We are completing the first full quarter using the new electronic report card, MMS. It has been an
educational experience. We have experienced some bumps along the way and continue to problem solve
as we go. Thank you for your frank communication. It is only through open conversations that we can
improve the use of the system. We will continue to make adjustments as we begin the third quarter.
There is an icon for the MMS Parent Portal on the school’s website for your convenience. You may check
your child’s progress as often as you would like. Please allow one week for grades to be posted. Focus
on grades posted; not averages. The formulas may distort averages until all grades are entered through-
out the quarter. A few teachers may try using the system differently this quarter to see what approach
offers a more accurate picture of your child’s progress. Please contact the teacher with any concerns
sooner rather than later.

During the last in-service, we worked together to maximize the use of this system. The teachers
focused on learning how to add assignments, list missing assignments, and post announcements. They
also reviewed parent usage as the system tracks who logs in. If you haven’t been able to log in, please do
not hesitate to call Mrs. Bahm. She is happy to help you.
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